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Liturgy Ecological and social heart in our prayer and liturgical life
Nga Ritenga

e Liturgies in the Archdiocese e EJP Commission and Committees meetings
express and celebrate the include opportunities for spiritual nourishment
interconnectedness of all creation. that reflect Laudato Si' and Laudate Deum.
‘We are part of nature...” LS#139 | e EJP Commission and Committees provide

o Homilies, liturgical reflections and spiritual resources for Archdiocesan
symbols embrace the message of communities that inspire hope and action for
Laudato Si' and Laudate Deum. Creation e.g. for Season of Creation material.

As part of our commitment to the Living Laudato Si’ in the Archdiocese of Wellington,
the Integral Ecology Committee offer the following resources for Priests, Parish Liturgy
Committees, and interested groups to inspire community celebrations of the World Day
of Prayer for the Care of Creation.

“The Eucharist joins heaven and earth; it embraces and penetrates all creation.”
Laudato Si’ #236

“The World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation [shall] be properly celebrated with
the participation of the entire People of
God: priests, men and women religious,
and the lay faithful.” Pope Francis 2015

“The World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation is more important

and urgent than ever.”
Pope Leo XIV 2025

Resources for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation
Theological Motivations

As the day symbolizing God’s act of creation, September 1 reminds us of a foundational
mystery: that “in Christ were created all things in heaven and on earth... all things were
created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16, as proclaimed in the new Mass
lectionary), a mystery that up till now has received insufficient attention in our liturgical
life and preaching. This also brings our gaze to the fruit of that act of love: the created
world, which reveals the Creator and which we bring to the altar in the Mass. Our
Eucharistic celebrations of the day of prayer help us ponder this mystery, joining all
creatures to praise our Creator

Pastoral Motivations

As Laudato Si’ warned, the “signs of the times” of the ecological crisis demonstrate that
we have failed to care for God’s gift of creation. Human sin is ravaging the web of life on
this planet. Too many of our communities, especially the poorest among us, are suffering
greatly. Our Eucharistic celebrations of the day of prayer are an opportunity for lament,
for prayers to end the destruction, and for conversion to inspire us to better care for
creation. The new Mass, with its prayers and readings, helps us to renew our appreciation
of creation as gift — ultimately, ‘Eucharist’” means ‘thanksgiving’, and that gratitude is
what we must recover.




The theme for 2026

“They shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks” (Is 2:4) is the theme
of Pope Leo XIV’s Message for the
2026 World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation.

The Holy Fathers Message | Lhey shall beat their swords

highlights  the  connection into plowshares and their
between armed conflict and . . 9
environmental degradation. Spears into prunlng hOOkS
Such degradation constitutes both = (IS 2 ™ 4)

a serious violation of our duty to
care for creation, as well as a long-
term threat to the lives of hundreds
of millions of people. The now "
widespread awareness of the Message of Pope Leo XIV
impact of war on natural resources 1 September 2026

has not led to the creation of
adequate institutions or to
responsible decisions aimed at preventing conflicts and resolving disputes peacefully.

The title — a passage in which Isaiah prophesies the transformation of weapons into
agricultural tools — is an explicit invitation to prioritize development and sustainability
overviolence and destruction.

The annual celebration is September 1 or the subsequent weekend. In 2026 it can be
celebrated on Tuesday 1 September, Saturday 5 September or Sunday 6 September,
However, please use this guide to celebrate a Mass for the Care of Creation with the
new mass promulgated by Pope Leo XIV in 2025, at anytime during the Season of
Creation.

Below are some ideas and pastoral resources to support your Eucharistic celebrations.
For the overall Mass

e Formation: Priests and Pastoral Teams are encouraged watch to this short
webinar about the history of Creation Day, Formation - World Day of Prayer for
Creation and reflect on the the theological and pastoral motivations.

e Bishop: consider inviting the local bishop/Archbishop to the Mass to help raise
awareness in your community about the importance of this special day.

e Location: when celebrating the Mass at church, account for some
considerations about church space; alternatively, consider celebrating the Mass
outdoors, in the “Cathedral of Creation”, (as Pope Leo did and explained when
celebrating the inaugural Mass in 2025).


https://worlddaycreation.com/en/formation/
https://worlddaycreation.com/en/formation/

Liturgical texts: print the Formulary and Lectionary readings of the new Creation
Mass, see Mass texts - World Day of Prayer for Creation . Copies from Mass-for-
the-Care-of-Creation-July-2025.pdf are attached.

Hymns: include Creation-related songs throughout the Mass. Songs for Creation
Day - Google Drive and Kathy Sherman’s songs Sherman Songs for Creation Day.docx -
Google Docs

Color for vestments: Green, as in Ordinary Time (GIRM 347)

For specific moments in the Mass

Before the Mass read an excerpt from Pope’ Leo’s message for Creation Day to
contextulize its importance. (see above for 2026). A brief explanation like the
following could be read:

Today we celebrate the World Day of Prayer for Creation, in ecumenical solidarity with
other churches who also mark this important date. According to an ancient liturgical
tradition of the Eastern Church, September 1st is the day symbolizing God’s act of
creation of the world. That is why today we celebrate that all things were created through
Christ and for Christ, praising God alongside our fellow creatures and praying that we
may care for the precious gift of creation. We will do so with the new Mass for the Care of
Creation promulgated by Pope Leo XIV.

Regarding the antiphons proposed by the new formulary of the Creation Mass:
o Opening Antiphon is used before the Sign of the Cross if there is no
opening hymn
o Communion Antiphon may be used before the Communion of the
Faithful if there is no Communion hymn

Penitential Act - adapt the Kyrie Eleison to acknowledge the creation theme,
translated from French in the copy attached and can be used for the whole
Season of Creation.

Use Collect Prayer from the Mass for Care of Creation

Lectionary readings - itis recommended to prioritize Colossians 1 for
ecumenical closeness with the Christological grounding of Feast of Creation in
Christ of other churches.

Preparing the Homily — Priests can leverage the formation resources mentioned,
particularly about the ancient history of Creation Day, God’s work at hand in all
of creation and the themes entailed in the lectionary readings.

Before the Creed Priests are encouraged to bring attention to the Creed’s
proclamation of the Holy Trinity as Creator — maker of heaven and earth, Christ
through whom all things were made and the Holy Spirit, ‘the giver of life’ i.e. We
stand to profess our faith, calling to mind the Holy Trinity as Creator.


https://worlddaycreation.com/en/mass-texts/
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Mass-for-the-Care-of-Creation-July-2025.pdf
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Mass-for-the-Care-of-Creation-July-2025.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1AIVDeYXQh_NRq54-tJtDCboQoSRcFh9p
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1AIVDeYXQh_NRq54-tJtDCboQoSRcFh9p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1usDbzmq3CsH4anMqmklTBVLbV2DI9tP6/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1usDbzmq3CsH4anMqmklTBVLbV2DI9tP6/edit

Prayers of the faithful are to reflect our interconnection in Creation, our care for
Creation, our solidarity with all of Creation. See examples attached, these can
also be used as examples for the whole of the Season of Creation.

Use Prayer over the Offerings from Mass of Care of Creation

Bring Creation into the celebration through other gestures; for example, including
symbols from nature during the offertory to be taken to the altar alongside bread
and wine.

Consider including a symbolic gesture about the Season of Creation 2026 theme
on “Living Water”. e.g. a focus using blue coth symbolising, running water, tears,
oceans etc.

For before or after Mass:

Pray the “Via Creationis” (also known as “Way of Creation”), an increasingly
popular prayer inspiredby the Via Crucis format, to help your community ponder
the great mystery of Creation. Via Creationis: contemplating the mystery of Creation
- Laudato Si' Movement

Colloborate with the Childrens Liturgy Team children or youth team to set up an
artistic “Creation Scene” symbolizing God’s creation of the world.

After concluding your Creation Day celebration:

Post photos and videos on social media using the #CreationDay and
#SeasonOfCreation hashtags.

Spend time also in personal prayer to enrich even further your celebration of the
day. See ‘A Prayer for our Earth’ laudato-si-prayer-1-pope-francis.pdf and A
Christian Prayer in Union with Creation laudato-si-prayer-2-pope-francis.pdf
Otherideas - Sept 1 - Personal or family prayer ideas - Google Docs - copy attached.

Participate in the extended celebration of the Season of Creation (Sept 1 - Oct 4),
to take concrete action to care for God’s creation. If appropriate, consider
organizing a film screening of the documentary “The Letter” about the Laudato
Si’ encyclical, featuring Pope Francis.

Other Archdiocesan Seaon of Creation initiatives will be forwarded to Priests
and Parishes in the coming weeks.

Information above adapted from the World Day Creation website
Pastoral resources - World Day of Prayer for Creation with the new Mass.pdf - Google Drive

For more background and resources, see:
Home - World Day of Prayer for Creation


https://laudatosimovement.org/news/via-creationis-contemplating-the-mystery-of-creation/
https://laudatosimovement.org/news/via-creationis-contemplating-the-mystery-of-creation/
https://assisiproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/laudato-si-prayer-1-pope-francis.pdf
https://assisiproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/laudato-si-prayer-2-pope-francis.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1coc89yclT10xCw5wqPR7vtTis9HYiDPz09dhpWnET8I/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d0MBYppNgBv3lxXba3wwcQ8e7bkVnfgl/view
https://worlddaycreation.com/en/

